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Protection against RSV
Babies born on or after 1 April 2025 can get an antibody injection 
against RSV. This injection protects your baby against serious illness 
caused by the respiratory syncytial virus (RSV). Babies get the injec-
tion in the thigh.

Between 1,500 and 3,000 babies in 
the Netherlands end up in hospital 
every year as a result of RSV.

Effective protection
The RSV antibody injection offers 
fast, effective protection. Babies are 
already getting the injection in other 
European countries, including Belgium 
and France. In those countries, there 
has been an 80% decrease in children 
going to hospital for RSV.

Side effects?
Babies almost never have side effects 
from the injection. In very rare cases, 
the injection site may be red or puffy 
for a short time, or the baby may get 
a rash.

RSV
RSV causes respiratory infection. 
Babies can become seriously ill from 
RSV. They could have shortness of 
breath or develop pneumonia. The 
younger your baby is, the more likely 
it is that they will become seriously ill 
if they get RSV.

How does it work?
This is not a vaccination. It is an injection of RSV antibodies. It works 
differently. A vaccination helps the body generate its own antibodies. 
This can cause side effects. An injection that already contains the 
antibodies means that the body does not have to work to make its 
own. That is why there are almost never any side effects.
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When does your baby get the injection?
Babies born from October through 
March will get the injection within 
2 weeks after being born.

Babies born from April through 
September will get the injection 
in September or October.

Protection at the right  
time of year
The RSV antibody injection offers 
protection for about six months. RSV 
is mainly seen in autumn and winter. 
That is why the season when your 
baby is born also determines when the 
vaccination will be offered. This means 
that your baby will be protected at the 
right time of year.

How often?
Your baby will have the injection once, 
and only within the first year. 

As soon as possible
The very youngest babies are 
especially vulnerable to serious illness 
resulting from RSV. That is why babies 
born in autumn and winter have the 
injection as soon as possible after they 
are born. This means that your baby 
will be protected when RSV is at its 
peak. See also the overview of when 
your baby gets the injection.

Appointment?
The well-baby clinic will contact 
you to make an appointment.

Appointment?
You will receive a letter with infor
mation about the appointment.

Scan the QR code for 
more information.
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Any questions?
•	 Scan the QR code | Go to rijksvaccinatieprogramma.nl/en
•	 Or contact the youth healthcare services (JGZ) or  

Municipal Public Health Services (GGD)
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